





T. S. Roberts followed, drove west toward Heilbronn to
further encircle the SS division.

The Nazis were swift to recover from the initial shock.
A fading Wehrmacht and dying Luftwaffe suddenly were
rejuvenated in demoniacal fury reminiscent of 1939-40.

Germans rocked Crailsheim with concussion bombs
and shells, burned it with incendiaries, assaulted it with
whole battalions of infantry. They severed the defend-
ers’ supply lifeline, a thin, 22-mile strip of highway.

But the Tigers stuck, threw back the Nazis’ best.
Giant C-47 transports landed supplies within rifle range
of enemy lines. In a determined attack, Germans died
within 40 feet of a 1oth Armd. mess hall.

Of 325 enemy planes attacking Crailsheim, 5o were
blasted from the skies by CC A’s anti-aircraft defenses.

For four days the fighting at the tip of the Crailsheim
finger was the most bitter along the Western Front.
Revised Corps plans now called for the roth to shift its
entire weight in the direction of Heilbronn, where the
10oth Div. still battled.

To attack westward, Brig. Gen. Piburn’s troops
pulled out of Crailsheim April 10. Two thousand
Nazis went with them—as prisoners. Another thou-
sand Germans were left behind—dead.

Task forces led by Lt. Col. Riley and Maj. Richard W.
Ulrich hurdled the Kocher River April 11, attacking
toward Oehringen, home of Bavarian Prince Hohen-
lohe-Oehringen.
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for two days, then broke into the clear. This was the
10th’s specialty—this broken field running. Like fleet-
footed halfbacks, six armored columns of three combat
commands streaked through the opposition’s backfield.
The objectives—Schwabische Hall, Wielandsweiler,
Gaildorf, Goeppingen, Lorch, Kirchheim—flashed by
in rapid succession.

Task Force Hankins grabbed bridges across the
Rems and Fils Rivers intact, rolled 32 miles in two days
to reach Kirchheim April 20 and slam the back door to
Stuttgart, then under assault by French troops. The
remainder of CC A, then commanded by Col. Thomas
M. Brinkley, all of CC B, and Reserve Command closed
rapidly on the same target.

Two days later TF Chamberlain and TF Richardson
stood on the goal line—the fabled Danube River.
Fleeing Nazis had no time to destroy one of the river’s
spans near Ehingen. The Tigers’ 70-mile dash in four
dg.ys had paid dividends.

BY late April, the Third Reich was writhing in death
throes. British pushed on Hamburg; American First
and Ninth Armies lined the Elbe facing Berlin; Patton’s
Third Army entered Czechoslovakia.

The 10th poised above the vaunted National Redoubt,
Here, the Nazis, by their own admission, would resist
to a bloody end. Resistance was there—but when
struck by the Tigers’ mailed fist, it crumpled like a
wind-filled paper bag.
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Road-weaty, battle-worn tankers and doughs hooked
left into the Danube city of Ulm April 23, then crossed
the river driving southeast toward tge Austrian-German
border. Ulm and the Iller Canal to the south proved
initial stumbling blocks. These were brushed aside
April 25 as the Shermans shook loose for the pulse-
pounding race to the finish. ‘

Mile upon mile, through town after town, armor ran
rampant. In the 1oth’s path, swastikas gave way to
white flags. The beaten Wehrmacht and die-hard SS
troops surrendered in droves. In five days, the Tigers
took gooo prisoners, the equivalent of a Nazi panzer
division.

TF Chamberlain captured Memmingen, liberating
nearly 4000 Allied prisoners. TF Thackston swung
east to flank Landsberg’s notorious concentration camp.
TF Hankins spearheagcd 23 miles April 29 to occupy
the world shrine, Oberammergau, home of the Passion
Play, and Garmisch-Partenkirchen, scene of the 1936
winter Olympics. The same day, TF Chamberlain
and Maj. James B. Duncan’s combat teams crossed the
Austrian border below Fussen in force, first Seventh
Army unit to enter the country.

By April 30, the 10oth was deep in Austria’s snow-
mantled Alps, only 40 miles north of the Italian border.
TF Hankins had penetrated within 20 miles of Innsbruck,
Austria, A week before, the 10th had been on the
Danube. Now it was more than 100 miles to the south.

This was the finish line for the Tiger Division; it was

31



is‘essential to any successful combat
organization, but in few instances does it surpass
that found in the armored team. In the breagk-
through type of fighting—mechanized warfare—
tankmen and motorized infantry invariably are
surrounded by the enemy. They advance swiftly,
placing lives in the trust that engineers can clear
mine fields and road blocks, that artillerymen
can destroy a strongpoint, that signalmen can
maintain communications, that ordnancemen can
pai lace damaged vehicles; that medics
care for the wounded.

th Armored Division is the
a winning team!




/ Tank-Infantry Enter Geiselhardt, Germany
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